Beginning Korean: A Grammar Guide

Unit 61 The Weekend

In this unit, you will learn how to:
= talk about events in the definite future;
= talk about events in the past;
= express additional meanings associated with nouns by adding the
particles:
o -9 'to' a place
o —°l4 'from'aplace
o oAl 'to'or 'for' a person
o —o|A 'at'a place in which an action occurs
= write a simple letter to a friend.

Grammatical Notes

Future Tense

In Korean, there are at least two ways to talk about future events.

1. Indicating One's Intentions using — %l

The first way to talk about future events is to use the verbal element —%),
as is found in 2 & 8} 215 Y T} 'I am about to commit a rudeness'. This
element, -7, carries not only a future sense, but also a sense of intention:
it suggests that the subject intends to or plans to perform an action. Given
the fact that —%) carries the notion of intent, —%) is most often used in
two situations:

1. When the sentence is a declaration and the subject is the first
person, "I"; "I" can then state what "I" intend to do.

2. When the sentence is a question and the subject is the second
person, "you"; the person asking the question can then inquire
about the listener's intentions.

Q:  FoE& A A8 What will you do?
What do you plan to do?
A ol E FHEsHllo A (I) will study Korean.

I plan to study Korean.

Although it is possible to create a sentence using —%) in which the
subject is somebody other than the speaker or the hearer (e.g. he, she, it,
Jack, Maria, the children), such a sentence carries a meaning other than
describing a future event.
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2. Indicating the Definite Future using V + - 2/5 7 9 2

When talking about a future event that is definitely going to occur (at
least to the best of your knowledge, of course), then you use the
construction V + -= /5 7 ¢l &.. To form this construction:

1. Isolate the Verb Stem by removing the —t} of the dictionary
form.
2. Attach the future adnominal suffix:
a. -2 ifthe verb stem ends with a vowel
b. -5 if the verb stem ends with a consonant
3. Finish the sentence with verb A ©| T} (A o] &/ Y t}).

Some examples:

Present Definite Future

ST Hadd oka. > TEXTade] =794
Seunghun comes on Thursday(s). Seunghun will come on Thursday.

Nt Q5 wol Bla. > HIT & Wl & 74,

(We) watch a lot of videos. (We) will (definitely) watch a lot of videos.

ZA o] 7)ol AA L. > ATl o 7)o AN A Q.
Mr(s). Jo is here. Mr(s). Jo will be here.

Past Tense

To talk about events in the past, the most frequently used Korean form is
the simple past tense marker. Unlike many other languages (particularly
those spoken in Europe), Korean does not habitually distinguish among
simple past, present perfect, and imperfect forms. The simple past tense
in Korean indicates that the event occurred prior to the current time.

To form the simple past:
1. Locate the polite informal (-8.) form of the verb.
2. Remove the final —£..
3. Add the sequence —#* to the end of the syllable.
4. Now add either:
a. —©] .2 to create a polite informal past tense form; or
b. —5 Yt} etc. to create a polite formal past tense form.
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Present Tense Past Tense Verb Forms

Polite Informal Past Stem Polite Informal  Polite Formal

2ol 8. d9- ddele AYHUT e
slol e A3A- sslol s AAFH Tl notexist
SIEe ). gol g <=1 o) do
7ts Zk- Zkol 8 Heah=s g0
sha. 9k- ghoj 2. gyt come
CE] 2 ol 8 gk se
Bola ok worol s BoHFYth  bemany
AL 73 - o8 &Yk be large
Apobg. sk Agtela  Agkgrul  besmal

Marking Destination with — of
With verbs of motion, the noun suffix -°I] marks the subject's ultimate
destination.

Ao sl 712 Jack is going to Paris.
Fu) 7} A &l 7R Is Sumi going to Seoul?
Qg+ skl ko] Q. We went to school.
ojtof 7}A 8.2 Where are you going (t0)?
kol 7182, I'm going to Korea.

Marking Origin with — 9 A7
With verbs of motion, the noun particle —ol| ] marks place from which
the subject begin his/her movement (i.e. the origin of the movement).

A2 ghg]of| A 2h g Jack is coming from Paris.

TR 7} A &l A et Is Sumi coming Seoul?

2= Stalo A gkl 8. We came from school.

o] yglo| A 2410 2?2  Which country did you come from?
u] ol A gkl Q. I have come from the United States.

Marking Recipient with —° 7] (or honorific - 7))

With verbs that indicate the transfer of an object from one person to
another (such as 5T} 'to give' and E. 1]t} 'to send'), the person
receiving the object (the "indirect object" recipient) is marked by the
particle —I| 7] If the indirect object recipient is a person to whom you
must show special respect, then you may use the honorific recipient
particle —7].
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&2 ol Al AES T3l 8. John gave a newspaper to Mary.
Aulzl ofolo Al HAE =900 2. Mom gave sweets to the baby.
7t QT Al AAE HWo] Q. Sumi sent a letter to Inho.

AAEA FAE Bl 82 What do you plan to send to the teacher?

Note that in the sentences above, the person doing the giving is marked
as either a subject (©]/7}) or a topic (</<=), the object being transferred
(the direct object) is marked with the accusative particle (=/%), and the
indirect object recipient is indicated by —I| #| /-7].

Marking Location of an Action with — ojj A{

With verbs of action (but not motion), the noun suffix —©/| 4] marks the
location in which the action is taking place. Note that the question word
6] t] 'where' assumes the form ©] ©] A, without the extra "°I|."

2oyl A daj Q. Jack works in Paris.
FH| 7} A Lol A S-S T3] 8?2  Is Sumi studying Korean
in Seoul?
L2 = Stulo| A H =2 & Fro] Q. We watched videos at
school.
ot A 7TFEX A2 Where do you teach?
AA e A 7FEA Q. I teach at Yonsei
University.
Review of Location Markers
When a noun is ... and the verb is ... then noun
marked with indicates the...
-9 existence location of the verb's  'at' or 'in'
subject
-0 motion destination of the 'to'
verb's subject
_oﬂ }\—] motion origin of the verb's 'from'
subject
_oﬂ ﬂ] /- 7}1] transference recipient of the direct  'to' or 'for'
object
-0 A action location in which the  'at' or 'in'
subject performs the
action
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Writing a Simple Letter

When writing a letter, there a few things to remember.

e In addressing the recipient, it is common to simply write "to X"
using the indirect object recipient particle —I| #| (or, if the
recipient requires honorification, -7]).

e  When signing off, it is common to write your name, followed by
either:

o -3, when the recipient is of equal or lower status
(roughly means "written by")

o -27, when the recipient is somebody of higher status
(roughly means "offer up to")

e In Korea, the date is rendered by placing the year first, then the
number of the month, and then the number of the day last. Hence,
January 21, 2005 would be written as 2005/1/21.

e In Korea, addresses (like dates!) are written such that the largest
unit is first, followed by the next, then the next, with the
recipient given last.

John Smith
1-302 Tonggyo-dong Mapo-gu
Seoul 132-433

In Korean would be written:

A OFZR £DE [-302

TJohn Smith Sk 132-U33

In Korea, major cities (A, as noted above in A= A]) are broken down

into districts (-7°) and then again into precincts (-&). The number in
the address above (1-302) indicates the location of the lot on which John
Smith's current home is located.

The notation 7] 5} after John's name indicates that he is the recipient.
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