Beginning Korean: A Grammar Guide

Unit 5: Our Classroom

In this unit, you will learn how to:
= describe the location of objects using
o the locative particle —°I|
o locational postpositions
o the word ©]t] "where";
* link two nouns using —3}a1;
= describe objects using new descriptive verbs;
= use descriptive verbs pre-nominally (like adjectives);

Grammatical Notes

Locating Objects using the Particle — ]

The locative particle —©]| is attached to a noun to indicate that the noun
serves as the place in which the subject of the sentence is located. As
such, the particle —I| is frequently used with the verbs of existence. The
basic pattern is this:

subject noun + ol/7}  location noun + °J]  verb of existence

Am 71 ] illﬂ Aol Q. Sumi Kim is in the United States.
vk A o] ghale Al L. Mr. Park is at school.
-2 Hell a1eFol7F glof 8. At our house there is no cat.

("We don't have a cat.")

In the first sentence above, Sumi Kim is the subject, and so is marked by
the nominative particle —7}. The noun "] = 'United States' names Sumi's
current location, and so it marked by the locative particle —I|. In the
second sentence, note the use of the honorific verb of existence, 7| A| t}.
In the third sentence, the locative phrase -9-2] % oIl 'at our house' has
been moved to the front of the sentence, while the subject of the verb,
31.%F0] 'cat' (marked with the nominative particle —7}) is immediately
adjacent to the verb of non-existence, §1 T}. By moving the location to

the front, we emphasize that at our house there is no cat, but that there
might be a cat at someone else's house.

It's important to stress that regardless of the relative order of the subject
and the location words, the two sentences:

2] fell o7k gl and  aLgel7E -2 Aol flol L
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... are both perfectly grammatical. Moreover, both convey the same
basic information: at a given place (‘our house') a certain object (‘a cat')
does not exist. The difference between them lies in the emphasis that the
speaker wishes to convey.

Locating Objects using Postpostions (along with the Particle —°j)

The locative particle —©1| is very vague in its meaning. To further specify
the location of an object relative to some other object, Korean uses
elements called postpositions. The postpositions of Korean are similar to
the prepositions of English: the main difference is how the two languages
create the post-/pre-positional phrases.

AFeloll  literally, desk-on-at on the desk

o]z} o] chair-under-at under the chair

o door-beside-at beside the door,
next to the door

2 QFo) book-in.front.of-at in front of the book

=9 house-behind-at behind the house

As we can see above, Korean postpositions are placed after (that is,
"post") the noun that names the location: 2/ $¢| desk-on. In English,

prepositions are placed before (that is, "pre") the noun that names the
location: on the desk.

The most common locational postpositions in Korean are:

inside of, surrounded by
in (a room or other similar space)

4 on, on top of

! under, beneath, below (also o}2l})
] beside, next to

2s in front of

5 behind

EN

-

?J__

Given that these postpositions are very often used to indicate the location
of the subject, it's extremely common that they appear with the locative
particle —©1.

o] ALl 9 o] 8. The book is on (top of) the desk.
or There's a book on (top of) the desk.
a0 7 F o ol L. The cat is behind the house.
or There's a cat behind the house.
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AFo] ozl lof g, The pencil is under the chair.
or There's a pencil under the chair.
ZhrE ol Ho] 9lo] 8 Is the pen inside the bag?

or s there a pen inside the bag?

Asking about the Location of Objects and People using ©J T/

To inquire about the location of a person or thing, one uses the word

o] t] 'where'. Since ¢JT] is a question word that seeks locational
information, it is often the case that the locative particle —°] is attached

to o] .

In Korean, a question word such as ] ] is not moved to the front of the
sentence (as is done in English). Rather, ©] t] occupies the same location
in the sentence that the corresponding answer would occupy.

A2 ofre] Qoja? Where's that book?
l (As for that book, where is (it)?)
[ A L&) 7Sl Qo] 2. [That book] is in the bag.
Q: AAAE 2 A Al L?  Where's Mrs. Kim?
A: a2k AA L. (She's) in the classroom.
Q: o] o Ao Q2 Where are the pencils?
A: HFEHA Ao Q. (There's one) behind the computer.

or (There are some) behind the computer.

Note that when answering a question with ] ], it is not necessary to
repeat the subject. You do, however, need to explicitly mention the
location, and remember to mark it with the locative particle —°I|.

Using —3}-37 to Conjoin Two Nouns

The particle —3} 3L is one of several ways to connect two nouns in a way
analogous to the conjunction "and" in English. To use —3} L, attach it to
the first noun:

HHetal & cooked rice and water
W& F A book(s) and notebook(s)
JNEkaL 319ko) dog(s) and cat(s)
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The entire conjoined structure (i.e., NOUN-3} 32 NOUN) must then be
marked for grammatical case: this is done by attaching the case marker to
the second noun.

—C[LE] ;Q oﬂ = 7H 3':.1—1 I’_OJEOI 9}01 L. Atour house, there are dogs and cats.
(We own dogs and cats.)

e - =
ST A3t

ol

——H s A}E_. Seunghun bought books and notebooks.

o

Descriptive Verbs

In Korean, there are various types of verbs. These include action verbs
(3FT}, 71, existence verbs (81T, $1tF, Al A T, and the equation /
copula verb (-©] t}). There are also verbs used to describe the attributes
of nouns. These so-called "descriptive verbs" are similar to adjectives in
European languages, but with one major difference: in Korean, these
words function like verbs. As verbs, the words below can appear in
various forms such as the polite formal and the polite informal and they
can be conjugated for tense (see Unit 6 for a discussion of future and past
tenses).

Perhaps the best way to learn these verbs is to imagine that each includes
the verb "to be" in its definition.

Dictionary  Informal Formal

w wol g 25 UT  'to be many!, 'to be a lot (of)'
At} Aol g 45U to be few,' 'to be little (of)
=0 ZLola Z5US  'to be good'

Z+c} Zrol Q. 25U 'to be small

If the final vowel of the verb stem is the vowel 2., then the polite
informal (-8.) form of the verb is formed by dropping and inserting the
appropriate linking vowel: -©} if the previous vowel is either ¢} or 2.,
or —©] in every other case.

At} AL Yt} 'to be large'
7] mch 71w Q. 7% 4Y ™ 'to be happy'
L} T} Uk Q. Yt 'to be bad'

Some Korean descriptive verbs are constructed by using other verb forms,
such as 1T}, 81t} and 3}o}:

A det Ardele AP AFHTE  Cto be interesting'
Aulglct  Arglole AR{EFUTE  'to be boring'
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gkl ok gkalol 8 gkl sy o 'to taste good'
dko] glt}  "ho] §loj g Hko] glH YT 'to taste bad'
st HEI8 HE3YTh 'to be smart, clever'

Just like any other Korean verb, a descriptive verb appears at the end of a
sentence. The resulting structure is similar to what we might call a
"predicate adjective" construction in English: "(TOPIC) SUBJECT is
ADJECTIVE."

Topic Subject Verb

L7 WA= AAlo) wol g . There are a lot of desks
in our classroom.
(As for in our classroom,
desks are many.)

o] AH Z o] Zolg. These are good-quality
eyeglasses.
(As for these eyeglasses,
the quality is good.)

<-4 = A8, Our dog is large.

I 93k= A | ¢lo] 892  Is that film interesting?

o] A o] EE Q9 Which student(s) is/are

smart?

Using Descriptive Verbs Adnominally

In Korean, as in English, we are not required to use all adjective-like
words only in a "predicate adjective" way: we can transform the
descriptive verbs of Korean into new forms that function much like
English adjectives. In Korean, such forms are known as "Adnominal"
constructions, because they allow the verb to be placed next to ("ad-")
the noun ("nominal"), just like a regular adjective in English.

Compare the following patterns.

Predicate Adjective: 71 Aol Fo} Q. Thatbook is good.

Adnominal Construction: ~L &2 & that good book
lit: the book that is good

Notice that in the Predicate Adjective case, we have a complete sentence:
the subject is 2] 'book’ and the verb is the polite informal form of < T
'be good.' In the corresponding Adnominal construction, we don't have
an entire sentence; rather, we have just a modified noun — that good book
or that book, which is good — which can then act as a subject, direct
object (as we'll see in moment).
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To create adnominal forms, we first isolate the verb stem (which can be
done by removing —T} from the dictionary form) and then adding the
descriptive verb adnominal suffix, which takes two forms:

-2 when the verb stem ends in a consonant; or
-L when the verb stem ends in a vowel.

Consider the list of descriptive verbs given in the previous section and
their adnominal forms

Dictionary Form Verb Stem Adnominal

‘{’%’1’4- > = > o '‘numerous' ('that are a lot")
At > A > A& 'few' ('that are few")

<t} > = > =& 'good' ('that is/are good')
IBR R > ym. > ym 'bad' ('that is/are bad')
ac} 2> - > & "large' (‘that is/are large')
Z+c} -> 2} > S 'small' ('that is/are small')
7] T} > 7] > 7x 'happy' (‘that is/are happy")
EEZC > 0 EEF}. > 0 EED 'smart' ('that is/are smart')

The exception? The verbs 21T} and §1T}. The adnominal forms for these
verbs take the suffix ——:

AH] A > +  'interesting'

A w] gl ok > A $IE= boring

A3 E]’ > o= 'to taste good/ be delicious'
grol glth > YFo] Gl 'to taste bad'

Notice how we can now use these adnominal forms to describe nouns in
a way that is independent of the main verb of the sentence.

° -

‘T‘E] @ Oﬂ = ZH O] E%' O]'_g_ In our house book are numerous.
(There are a lot of books at our house.)

@) = . .

"r“j/] @ oﬂ = w g-o].g_ In our house, interesting books are
numerous.

(There are a lot of interesting books at
our house.)

Apples taste good.
Small apples taste good.
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