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Unit 1: First Words

The fundamental goal of this lesson is the get you communicating in
Korean. The key to success is discipline and memorization: commit these
phrases to memory as part of developing new language routines.

[T | ) Yes. / Isee...
ne ye

2. oY Q. No.
anio

3. SPdakAl a2/ kst vk
annyeonghaseyo / annyeounghasipnigga

4. QP33] 7HAl 8L/ 1 E] THE AL L.
annyeonghi gaseyo /

s, 3] AL/ QP E] AlA AL
annyeonghi gyeseyo / annyeonghi gyeseyo

Hello. / Greetings.

Goodbye (to one leaving).
annyeonghi gasipsio

Goodbye (to one staying).

6. AU / syt Thank you.
gamsahamnida /  komapseumnida

7. Rk Q. You're welcome.
chenmaneyo

8. /,%_] Eﬂ %Lb] E}‘ Pardon me (for what I'm about to do).
sillyehamnida

9. AE AT Pardon me, but...
sillyejiman. ..

0. "oyl / & 3ok I'm sorry (for what I've done).
mianhamnida / joesonghamnida

1. ¢S I understand. / I get it.
algessseumnida

2. ZEAHFYH I don't understand / don't get it.
moreugessseumnida

13. Folojo]8? What is it?
mueosieyo

14, & TA L. Please give (it to me).
jom juseyo

15. gof A Q2 Do you speak English?
yeong-eo haseyo

16. Sk 2 33l Q. I can't speak Korean well.

hangungmal jal mot haeyo
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

217.

A8 25 sFAl L.
cheoncheonhi malsseum haejuseyo
g F-ololghar & 82
hangungmallo mueosirago haeyo
FoJ R & ol a0
yeong-eoro museun ddeusieyo

A oA 82

sigye(ga) isseoyo

= Kol FA 8.
jom boyeo juseyo

dwtol] 8.2
eolmaeyo

= A FA L.
jom sseo juseyo

s ol oy glof a2

hwajangsiri eodi isseoyo

12 gofmglol g,

kireul ilheobeoryeosseoyo
& =oAL
jom dowa juseyo

A e

saram sallyeo

Please speak slowly (for me).
How do you say it in Korean?
What does it mean in English?
Do you have a watch?

Please show (it to) me.

How much (is it)?

Please write it for me.
Where's the bathroom/toilet?
I've lost my way.

Please help me.

Help!

Review the footnotes associated with Unit 1 of the CD-ROM (green
underlined links). They will offer initial insight into how the Korean
language reflects important cultural beliefs.

Additional Grammatical Notes

Speech Styles
In Korea, social relationships are very important: the relationship
between two speakers is determined by factors such as one's age, social
status, and job rank. In addition, speech styles can vary depending upon
the nature of the interaction (informal vs. formal). These cultural notions
are expressed throughout the language, most commonly in verb forms.

At the beginning of this course, we will focus on "polite informal"
speech style. This style is characterized by the sentence-final particle —£-
"-yo." There is also a "polite formal" style, which you will find in some
of the phrases above; in this style, declarative sentences end with the
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particle -5 Y T} / -3 U T} "-(s)eumnida" and questions in —55 Y 7}/-
< Y7} "-(s)eumnigga."

The following table introduces the basic forms used to mark the two
polite speech styles.

polite polite

informal formal
declarative Q. EigRhsy I/you/he/we speak.
sentence
question 3l 9.2 s 749 Do I/you/... speak?
(interrogative)
command A 2. A2 Speak!
(imperative)

Verbs

The verb is undoubtedly the most important element in a Korean
sentence. In most cases, the verb contains a variety of grammatical
markers, each of which carries different information. The parts of a verb
include the root (always the first element), an optional honorific marker
(used to show respect to the speaker or referent), an optional tense
marker (absent in present tense verbs), a "linking vowel" (used for some
verb forms ending with a vowel), and a style marker.

MY 71k Ao 8.

3 A -vy7t A o 8

root  honorific style root linking vowel style

Unlike the majority of European languages, Korean verbs do not
explicitly provide information about the subject of the verb: there no
verb markers that indicate information about "I", "you", "she", "we", etc.

Basic Sentence Structure / Subject Deletion

In Korean, the basic shape of a sentence is S-O-V: subject, object(s),
verb. Moreover, the subject of a sentence is often omitted, particularly in
cases when the situation allows you to identify the subject. Depending on
the context of the conversation, the sentence aF=r 2 2 & 3] Q. could
mean "I can't speak Korean well" or "you can't speak Korean well" or
"s/he can't speak Korean well." If you really wanted to clarify the
situation, you could include a subject:
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U sk 2 Rogja. I can't speak Korean well.
naneun hangungmal jal mot haeyo

1 Korean language well not-able do/speak
topic direct object  adverb verb

Although the sentence above is grammatically correct, it would only be
used in a situation in which the speaker needed to draw special attention
to him-/herself: "My friend speaks Korean well but as for me, I don't."

At this early stage of your relationship with Korean, what's most
important to remember is this: if a sentence doesn't have a clearly
recognizable subject, don't worry. That's normal in many cases.

Implied Subjects

As noted above, Korean sentences don't necessarily include an overt
subject. That said, there are other grammatical clues that let you know
how to interpret the various actors involved. In the sentence 3 ©1

3}A] 2.2 "Do you speak English?", the verb contains the honorific
marker —A1. Since a speaker can never use an honorific marker to refer to
him-/herself, we know that this sentence can not mean "I speak Korean."
It could only be used to refer to another person — either the listener or a
third person. If you're asking this question directly to another individual,
the only reasonable interpretation would be "Do you speak English?"

The answer to this question can not include the honorific marker:

Person A: gof A 22 "Do you speak English?"
Person B: Y], go s Q. "Yes, (I) speak English."

Remember: You can't use the honorific marker —4 or —*] when
referring to yourself.

Exercises

Exercise A. Practice reading and writing the following phrases. Make
sure that you know what each means. (You can check your answers by
viewing the answer key on page 37.)

1. oly <. 5. ShdehAla?
2. A A 6. FAREH Y

3. | eHy . 7. )33 AL
4. . 8. M3 7HAl &
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9. 87 2o] ol 12. A gk
10122 %
13. 2254
10. o] Al 8.2 14. =22 Folo|gla
11. & " FA 2. R

Exercise B. Practice reading the following Classroom Instruction Phrases.
(See the preface to this workbook.)

1. S2AHE. 10.0lLI2, 2230 2.
2. HCAME. .22 AWK?

3. M. 12. S2HE.

4. ZLH MANR. 13. 2 S2AHR.

5. LIE BEAME. 4. 28s 2HR.

6. HEGtMZ. 15. 22 HAR.

7. 3 ZotMIR. 16. 2N K?

8. O 3N ZLotNR. 7.4, 2A0R.

9. Z0UANER. 18. et ot 2.

Exercise C. Read these signs.
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Exercise D. Complete the following table of verb forms.

How are you?

2. I'm sorry,

3. Good-bye.

Y, Please show it

to me.

5. Please help
me.

6. Do you have
a watch?

7.  What is (it)?

8. | can’'t speak
Korean well,

polite informal

polite formal

QB Q7

o|QrsHQ |

(a4

QFE S| 2PN Q|

B SO RAMNQ.

Don't forget to use the CD-ROM for additional practice. You should
spend time working on the multiple-choice questions, the fill-in-the-

blank exercises, and the dictation. Don't forget to quiz yourself using the
flashcard function, too.
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